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Purpose of Report: 

 To consider the draft Film Authorisation Procedures to make provision for 
authorising certified and un-certified films  

Officers Recommendation(s): 

a. That the Licensing Committee approve the Film Authorisation Procedures 
attached at Appendix A  

b. That the Licensing Committee delegate authorisation of film classifications, for 
those films which have not been classified by the British Board of Film 
Classification (“BBFC”) or previously by the Council, to those Officers currently 
delegated to approve licence applications under the Licensing Act 2003 (“the 
Act”) 

c. That the Members note that the introduction of the Film Authorisation 
Procedures will necessitate a minor update to the Constitution (see paras 3.1 
and 4.1 of the Procedures).  It is considered that this change can be achieved 
under the powers already delegated to the Councils Senior Legal Officer. 

 

 

1. Reasons for Recommendations 

Lewes District Council do not currently have a Policy or procedure for dealing 
with the classification of films 



2 Background 

2.1 The exhibition of film is a licensable activity under the Act, with certain 
exceptions.  

2.2 The vast majority of films are classified by the BBFC.  Unclassified films might 
typically be shown at film clubs, but there is a possibility of these being shown 
at public cinemas such as the new Depot cinema in Lewes. 

2.3 The Council does not have formal procedures in place to comply fully with 
Section 20 of the Act. This section states that the admission of children to the 
exhibition of any film must be restricted in accordance with either: 

• the BBFC classification; or 
 

• where the film is not classified by the BBFC, any recommendations on the 
 restriction of the admission of children made by the Council. 

 
 The definition of the exhibition of a film is the exhibition of moving pictures 
and the definition of a child is any person under the age of 18 years.  

 
2.4  The Council may also be requested to authorise a film that has already been   

classified by the BBFC in two different circumstances: 
 
  a) a distributor of a film may appeal against the decision of the BBFC and 
  request that the Council re-classifies (authorises) the film for  local  
   screening with recommendations on age restrictions; and 

    b) an independent party may request that the Council re-classify a  
     film. 

2.5 Under the Act the Council must carry out its functions with a view to promoting    
the four licensing objectives. In terms of film authorisation, this comes under 
the Protection of Children from Harm licensing objective.  This involves the 
protection of children from moral and psychological harm such as exposure to 
strong language and sexual expletives. 

2.6 In order to comply with Section 20 of the Act, the Council must ensure that it 
has in place procedures that will enable it to authorise the exhibition of films 
and where necessary place upon the licence certain restrictions on the 
admission of children. The Council must also be in a position to handle 
appeals by distributors or independent parties against any BBFC 
classification decision. At all times the Council must take into account the 
Protection of Children from Harm licensing objective.  

2.7  On approval of these procedures Officers will circulate them to all licence  
     holders authorised to exhibit films and to any known interested party wishing   
  to hold a film festival in the District. Information will also be placed on the  
  Lewes District Council Website 



 

 

 

3. Financial Appraisal 

3.1      There are no financial implications arising from the recommendations in this 
report 

4. Legal Implications 

4.1 The contents of this Report have been considered by the Legal Section (IKen 
6135=MW 29.8.2017) 

 

 

Background Papers 

 Lewes District Council Licensing Policy (relevant parts 5.3.6 and 5.3.7) 

   Guidance issued under Section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 

 

 

Appendices 

 Appendix A - Lewes District Council Film Authorisation Procedures 

   Appendix B - British Board of Film Classification Guidelines 
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